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CORSHAM WALKING FESTIVAL - FULL WALK DETAILS 2022 

For booking arrangements and full terms and conditions please see our website page 

 

FESTIVAL OPENING 
 

The Opening Ceremony is at 12:00 on Friday 10th June, at Springfield Community Campus, 
Beechfield Road, Corsham, SN13 9DN. 

 

WALK GRADINGS 
 

 Easy:  Mostly level terrain; suitable for most walkers  

 Moderate:  Some short steep gradients or rough terrain; some stiles  

 Challenging:  Requires fitness and stamina; steep gradients, stiles  
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FRIDAY 10TH JUNE 

 

FRI 1: CASTLE COMBE’S BABBLING BROOKS & RESERVE  

8 miles.  Moderate.  5.5 hrs duration.  10:00 hrs from Castle Combe Upper Car Park (Free).  
GR ST846777.  £5 (includes donation to Cotswold Voluntary Wardens’ Countryside Fund).  
16+years 

Lead by Cotswold Voluntary Wardens, this circular walk provides an interesting day that 
includes a unique opportunity to visit the hilltop Norman fort and a nature reserve managed 
by the Wardens that are not open to the public.  

We venture along the wooded valley of the Burton Brook, passing Gatcombe Mill to cross 
the old Roman Road, the Fosse Way, at Fosse Bridge. Our walk takes us past another old mill 
site at Goulter’s Mill Farm before crossing open fields to the hamlets of Nettleton and West 
Kington.  

Our return route includes the Broadmead Brook, a site of a Roman Settlement, a clapper 
style bridge and Nettleton Mill. We cross the golf course then back to the picturesque 
Cotswold village of Castle Combe with its limestone cottages, often described as the 
prettiest village in England.  Castle Combe has provided the location for many film and TV 
productions including Doctor Doolittle, Warhorse and Downton Abbey. 

The Cotswold Voluntary Wardens were awarded the Queens Award for Voluntary Services 
in 2018 marking half a century of dedication to the landscape and wildlife of the wonderful 
Cotswold countryside 

They are keen to recruit new members to continue this valuable work, while learning new 
skills. For more information on the Cotswolds Natural Landscape and Volunteering please 
visit: www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/looking-after/volunteering.   

Donation to Cotswold Voluntary Wardens included in price. 

Bring packed lunch/water. 

 

  

http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/looking-after/volunteering
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FRI 2 – CORSHAM, BOX AROUND 

8 Miles. Moderate. 5hrs duration. 12.15 from Springfield Community Centre. £5. 16+years 

Leaving Springfield Community Campus, we make our way to Hudswell, through the 
wooded Nature Reserve and past Pockeredge Lake. Following paths past the old site of HMS 
Royal Arthur, now Wadswick Green, we walk towards Wadswick and on to Chapel Plaister.  
The pilgrims journeying to St. Joseph of Arimathea's shrine at Glastonbury slept here. The 
chapel is open to the public each year during May-September from 2 pm to 4 pm each 
Wednesday.  

Following the footpath down the main drive to Hazelbury Manor look out for the many 
wildflowers that grow on the verges.  The Grade II listed manor house and garden are not 
open to the public so please stay on the public footpath. Formerly called Hazelbury House, it 
dates from the 14th century. 

At Hazelbury Manor we turn towards Box Hill crossing open fields where Skylarks play and 
pass the old Box Fields.  We will wend our way through woods and housing estates to 
emerge onto Park Lane and Hudswell Lane were to the right was the former Basil Hill 
Barracks site, to the left, 100 feet below the surface, is Tunnel Quarry, one of Corsham’s WII 
Central Ammunition Depots. 

Emerging opposite the active underground quarry entrance of Hartham Park Quarry on Park 
Lane we wind our way through Katherine Park and back to the start.  

Bring snacks/water 

Sponsored by Airbus 
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FRI 3 - CORSHAM QUARRY TRAMWAYS  

5 miles.  Easy.  3.5hrs duration. 13:30 from Stephens Industries Ltd. car park, Monks Lane, 
Corsham, SN13 9PH. GR ST878686.  £5.  12+years 

This circular walk will be of particular interest to those who enjoy learning about local 
history and industrial archaeology from a local enthusiast, with a bonus of attractive 
countryside and some good views from the Ridge.  

High quality limestone from around Corsham was used for the building of Bath in the early 
18th century. With the construction of the Kennet and Avon Canal and the Great Western 
Railway in the 19th century it became easier and cheaper to transport so-called ‘Bath Stone’ 
further afield.  

To move the stone from the many small quarries around Corsham, narrow gauge railways 
(known as tramways) were built leading to the railway station (sadly closed by Dr Beeching 
in the 1960s). 

The walk will be on footpaths crossing fields, and minor roads, enabling you to explore the 
remains of the system of Quarry Tramways in the Ridge area of Corsham, taking in some of 
the former sites for quarrying (or more often mining) the local stone. 

Bring snacks/water 
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SATURDAY 11TH JUNE 

 

SAT 1 – TWO SIDES OF A VALLEY 

15.5 miles. Challenging. 8hrs duration. 9.00 from Springfield Community Centre. £5. 
16+years 

A circular undulating walk leaving Corsham to follow field and woodland tracks through the 
By Brook Valley to Euridge and then on to Thickwood and Colerne.   

On the way we pass the 18th Century Middlewick House, once owned by HRH The Duchess 
of Cornwall but now owned by Nick Mason of Pink Floyd fame, before descending to The 
Larches and then past the long abandoned Weavern Farm before reaching Euridge Manor. 

Euridge Manor was once owned by Sir Walter Raleigh and is currently owned by Mr John 
Robinson of Jigsaw fame, who bought the farmhouse and the 300 acre ‘two-overcoat’ farm 
– so called because it’s always a few degrees colder than anywhere around. The Farm is now 
a wedding venue and events location. 

The walk then passes through Thickwood before entering the Market Place at Colerne. 
Known as the ‘village on the hill’ this sums up both its position and much of its history. The 
borders of Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and Somerset are on the parish boundary and marked 
by Three Shire Stones. 

As the walk turns South, we have wonderful far-reaching views across the valley, to Box, 
Kingsdown, Bathampton and Bath.  We descend to the hamlets of Alcombe and skirt 
Shockerwick to follow the By Brook for a short stretch before crossing the A4. We then 
ascend to Kingsdown following the edge of the Golf Course and then cross the Macmillan 
Way at Henley.  

From Henley we return to Corsham via secluded paths to Chapel Plaister where pilgrims 
once journeying to St. Joseph of Arimathea's shrine at Glastonbury slept. The chapel is open 
to the public each year during May-September from 2 pm to 4 pm each Wednesday.  

We then pass Wadswick Green, the former old site of HMS Royal Arthur, where the Duke of 
Edinburgh once served as an instructor.  We proceed through Westwells down Spring Lane 
and on past Pockeredge Lake back to the start. 

On this walk, you will be able to view where you walked on each of the north and south 
sides of the Box Valley.  

Bring packed lunch/water 

 Sponsored by BCH Camping 
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SAT 2 – TRUE OR FALSE? 

2 Miles. Easy. 2.5hrs duration. Starts between 09.00-14.00, from Springfield Community 
Campus: Free, 10+years 

A local self-guided walk in and around Corsham town centre for teams of 2 – 4 where you 
can test your skills of observation and deduction. It is suitable for adults of all ages and also 
families with children over 10 years old. 

You walk at your own pace but keep your eyes peeled for all is not as it seems. You will need 
your thinking caps as well as comfortable shoes! Why? Well, some of the information pro-
vided will not be accurate. It is your challenge to find out which of statements provided 
about the features of the town are true or false.  

You will have to use your powers of observation and deduction to check whether the state-
ments provided about features such as The Almshouses and in The High Street are accurate. 
For example, are the names in the information spelled correctly? Are the descriptions com-
pletely accurate? Are there any red herrings – things which appear to be accurate but on 
further examination are found to be false? Or even things which seem to be false but on 
close consideration turn out to be true. Tricky - those thinking caps may need to be re-
moved to allow puzzled heads to be scratched as you work out the answers. 

Bring water/snacks; there are also plenty of pubs and cafes in the town where you may take 
a break to gather your thoughts and cool down any overheating brains! 

Answers must be handed in to the Festival HQ at Springfield Community Campus by 16.30. 
Correct answers will be made available after the Festival.  

Prizes donated by Automattic Comics and Toys of Corsham for the highest scoring team. 
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SAT 3 – INTO SOMERSET AND THE FROME VALLEY 

11 miles. Challenging.  7hrs duration.  9.45 from Canal & River Trust Car Park, Baileys Barn, 
Bradford on Avon BA15 1BX (parking charges apply). 

A varied walk over mainly level terrain including field, wood, and canal paths with a few 
sections of road and lane walking.  However, there are a few stiles and a couple of short 
sharp climbs. 

We will walk on sections of the Bradford on Avon Walking Wheel, the Macmillan Way and 
the Kennet and Avon towpath.  

We will start south of Bradford on Avon to Wingfield passing through Tellisford in the Frome 
Valley and then following the river on to Farleigh Castle, Iford Manor, Westwood Church 
and Manor.  The return route will be along the canal towpath.  

We hope to be able to stop for afternoon tea and cake in Westwood approx. 2 miles before 
the end, so please bring card/money if you wish to make purchases. 

Bring packed lunch/water. 

Sponsored by People Business Psychology 
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SAT 4 – HILLS & VALLEYS BEYOND BOX 

9 Miles. Challenging. 5.5hrs duration. 10.00 from Selwyn Hall (free) Car Park, Valens 
Terrace, Box SN13 8NT.  £5. 16+years   

A circular, undulating walk with lovely, varying views towards Bathford, Box, Kingsdown, 
Colerne, Rudloe and the By Brook Valley. 

We head down stream along the By Brook towards Shockerwick, then take an incline across 
fields with beautiful views of Box Village and Kingsdown to the hamlet of Alcombe, passing 
the Grade II Alcombe manor dating back to the C17/C18 century with medieval origins. 

Our route follows field paths, descending down to cross the Lid Brook before climbing up to 
Colerne.  As we cross the fields towards the Lid Brook, you will glimpse the tower of St John 
the Baptist Church in Colerne and further views behind and beside you of Box, Kingsdown 
and Rudloe. 

Entering the Market Place at Colerne. Known as the ‘village on the hill’ which sums up both 
its position and much of its history. The Wiltshire, Gloucestershire and Somerset borders are 
on the parish boundary and marked by the Three Shire Stones where the three counties 
meet. 

We leave Colerne to follow footpaths to Eastrip and Thickwood before turning to Euridge 
with views back across to Colerne.  We then descend through Monks Wood to the long 
abandoned Weavern Farm before ascending to pass No Notion Cottages and the entrance 
to Folly Farm with its remarkable view down the By Book valley to Box and beyond. 

We will pass the site of the old RAF Rudloe Manor. The manor house can still be seen. 
Rudloe Manor was the Operations Centre of No. 10 Group during WWII During the Second 
World War. The area covered by No. 10 Group encompassed southwest England and South 
Wales. 

We then descend towards Lower Rudloe Farm passing the disused Drewetts Mill to join the 
footpath on the southern bank of the By Brook to bring us back to Box. 

Bring packed lunch/water 

Sponsored by BCH Camping 
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SAT 5 – AROUND AND ABOUT GREAT CHALFIELD 

7.5miles. Moderate. 5hrs. 10.00 from the layby opposite Great Chalfield Manor, Wiltshire 
SN12 8NH.  £5. 12+ 

We meet outside the 15th century Manor House which belongs to the National Trust.  The 
property has been used to film period dramas ‘The Other Boleyn Girls, Wolf Hall, Tess of the 
D’Ubervilles, Poldark’ and others.   

This is a circular, flat walk in the gentle countryside, via bridleways and across field paths to 
Broughton Gifford passing St Mary the Virgin church, at the south end of the village.  The 
church is 13th century and is a Grade I listed building. Broughton Gifford and the 
surrounding area was covered with woodland. Much of this was felled during the First and 
Second World Wars. 

Following the lane skirting the Common we again join a bridleway and footpaths to Little 
Chalfield with views across to Monkton Farleigh before arriving in the village of Holt.  The 
route takes us through The Glove Factory estate where a leather and glove manufacturing 
business were set up in the 18th Century and continued until recently.  During the Second 
World War the chamois leather produced by the factory was used in lining pilots’ gloves and 
jackets and as a petrol filter. 

Output was up to 900,000 skins a year, amounting to 4.5 million square feet in 1990. The 
buildings are now used as a workspace hub or being transformed into homes. 

We leave Holt to meander back to Great Chalfield across fields.  There are some stiles. 

Bring packed lunch/water 
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SAT 6 - BIDDESTONE AND SLAUGHTERFORD LOOP 

8.5 miles.  Challenging.  5hrs duration.  10:15 from Biddestone Green.  SN14 7DG. Grid ref 
ST863735.  On street parking.   £5.  16+ years.   

We leave the picturesque village of Biddestone and its busy duck pond, passing the 
Wellhead, Village Pump and St. Nicholas’ Church, originally of Norman design. Inside the 
church a small gallery was built in 1712 to hold the congregation of St. Nicholas' Church in 
Slaughterford after it had been destroyed by Cromwell's men in 1649. Arguments between 
the parishioners meant the church had separate entrances for the two congregations. 

Using footpaths across open farmland, quiet lanes and a bridleway, the walk passes through 
the village of Slaughterford on the By Brook and onward to Thickwood over Colerne Down.  

The name Slaughterford is thought to combine the old English for sloe bush and ford, or 
possibly ford of slates – referring to the limestone strata used for stone roof tiles.  Mills on 
the By Brook are of Saxon origin.  They milled corn, prepared wool, and eventually high-
quality paper.  At the Rag Mill some mill relics can still be seen.  

The mill, demolished in 1964, processed rags into individual fibres or 'stuff' which was 
transported in vats of elm mounted on bogies across the bridge to the Slaughterford/Chapps 
Mill for paper making. 

Looking through the Rag Mill site you can see the Old Brewery stack in the distance. There 
was a brewery at Slaughterford from 1858 until 1915 when it was ranked as one of the 
remotest inaccessible moderate sized breweries in the county. 

Crossing over the By Brook we turn West to go up to Colerne Down, passing Hall Farm and 
on to Thickwood, a former married quarter estate for RAF Colerne.  This closed in 1976 and 
was handed over to the Army for use as a barracks. The barracks is currently the home of 21 
Signal Regiment. 

The walk then takes us through Eastrip and up to Euridge Manor. 

Euridge Manor was once owned by Sir Walter Raleigh and is currently owned by Mr John 
Robinson of Jigsaw fame, who bought the farmhouse and the 300-acre ‘two-overcoat’ farm 
– so called because it’s always a few degrees colder than anywhere around. The Farm is now 
a wedding venue and events location.  

The final part of the walk provides far-reaching views down the By Brook Valley, across to 
Rudloe and Box before following the By Brook upstream from Widdenham Farm to the 
abandoned Weavern Farm. We ascend to the high ground with views out to Salisbury Plain, 
Cherhill Down near Calne, Bath and Colerne. 

We finally arrive back at Biddestone and the start. 

Bring a packed lunch/water. 

Sponsored by Airbus 
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SAT 7 – VILLAGES TO THE SOUTH OF CORSHAM 

7 miles. Moderate. 5hrs duration. 10.30 from Springfield Community Campus.  £5. 
12+years 

This walk will weave its way through Corsham’s hidden alleyways towards the wood on 
Katherine Park and past the manmade Pockeredge Lakes, emerging onto Pockeredge Drive, 
crossing the eastern end of Brunel’s Box Tunnel. We will then follow footpaths through 
Moor Green to the ancient hamlet of Bakers Corner.   

The footpath takes us past Neston Lodge and on towards the Park Lane Quarry (now re-
opened).  Turning north, we pass industrial remnants relating to the quarrying and mining 
industry, arriving at The Ridge.  

At the duck pond we take the footpath past Monks Park to Chapel Knapp. 

Monks Park was mined from 1886 by several different companies, Sumsions, Bath & 
Portland Stone and Hanson to name a few. It was in 1937 when Monks Park was taken over 
by the war department for the storage of munitions, much like the quarries & mines that 
surround it. In 1941 development came to a complete stop. It wasn’t until after WWII in the 
1950s that Monks Park was returned to and further development took place for storage 
space with a new vertical shaft put in to accompany the slope shaft. 

Passing through the edge of Gastard, we walk over field footpaths and minor road to 
Thingley Bridge Farm, not far from Thingley Junction.  

Even as Brunel's Great Western Railway from London to Bristol was being built, the directors 
of the company were looking to expand into other areas and grow their railway business. 
Not long after the railway arrived in Bristol, it was being extended towards Taunton, Exeter, 
Plymouth, and Cornwall.  Early branches were built off the main line too - one of the first 
being from Thingley junction through the market town of Melksham to Trowbridge, 
Westbury, Yeovil, Dorchester, and Weymouth. 

Our walk now follows footpaths following a small stream back to Corsham via The Batters. 
This area of land runs alongside the railway line between Prospect and Brook Drive.  Today it 
is an area for wildlife but in 1915 the land was used by the Scots Guards for trench digging 
and shooting practice before they were sent to France and into battle. 

A level walk with some stiles. 

Bring packed lunch/water 

Sponsored by BCH Camping 
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SAT 8 – GOD’S WONDERFUL RAILWAY, BRUNEL, AND BOX TUNNELS 

6.5 miles.  Moderate.  4.5hrs duration.  11:30 hrs from Springfield Community Campus.  
Finish in Box or return by X31 bus to Corsham.  £5 includes donation to Box Methodist 
Church Organ Appeal Fund. 12+years 

This linear walk leaves Corsham heading west towards Pickwick and Middlewick Lane.  We 
pass the 18th Century Middlewick House, once owned by HRH The Duchess of Cornwall but 
now owned by Nick Mason of Pink Floyd fame. 

Walking along the old Turnpike Road and then descending through The Larches we pass by 
No Notion Cottages.  The walk then goes past the site of the old RAF Rudloe Manor and the 
manor house can still be seen. Rudloe Manor was the Operations Centre of No. 10 Group 
during WWII During the Second World War. The area covered by No. 10 Group 
encompassed southwest England and South Wales. 

We then descend past Lower Rudloe Farm and up to the A4 before entering Box Hill 
Common. The group will stop for a picnic lunch on Box Hill Common. We will be joined by 
rail enthusiast Michael Rumsey who will give an informative talk about the remarkable Box 
Tunnel, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and the Great Western Railway.  

The walk then continues downhill towards Box with glorious views of Middle Hill Tunnel, the 
By Brook valley and the city of Bath beyond. A short stop at the viewing platform to see the 
famous western portal of Box Tunnel before continuing to the top of Middle Hill Tunnel, 
with the opportunity to see where the walk has descended from Quarry Hill. 

The walk will then double back into Box to the bus stop for a short bus journey back to 
Corsham. 

Please make your own arrangements from Box back to Corsham or use the X31 bus 
(remember your bus pass or fare). www.faresaver.co.uk/timetable.php.   

Bring a packed lunch/water 

Sponsored by Carl Todd Clinic 

 

  

http://www.faresaver.co.uk/timetable.php
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SAT 9- CHILDRENS’ TREASURE HUNT 

1.5 miles. Easy. Between 2 – 3pm (must finish by 4.30p.m.) The Pound Arts Centre, Pound 
Pill, SN13 9HX. FREE (but please book tickets for CHILDREN only in advance). 5-12 year 
olds accompanied by an adult. 

This fun self-guided hunt encourages children to discover Corsham. Bring water and snacks. 

Prizes donated by Automattic Comics and Toys of Corsham 
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SUNDAY 12TH JUNE 

 

SUN 1– TRUE OR FALSE?  

2 Miles. Easy. 2.5hrs duration. Starts between 09.00-14.00, from Springfield Community 
Campus: Free, 10+years 

A local self-guided walk in and around Corsham town centre for teams of 2 – 4 where you 
can test your skills of observation and deduction. It is suitable for adults of all ages and also 
families with children over 10 years old. 

You walk at your own pace but keep your eyes peeled for all is not as it seems. You will need 
your thinking caps as well as comfortable shoes! Why? Well, some of the information pro-
vided will not be accurate. It is your challenge to find out which of statements provided 
about the features of the town are true or false.  

You will have to use your powers of observation and deduction to check whether the state-
ments provided about features such as The Almshouses and in The High Street are accurate. 
For example, are the names in the information spelled correctly? Are the descriptions com-
pletely accurate? Are there any red herrings – things which appear to be accurate but on 
further examination are found to be false? Or even things which seem to be false but on 
close consideration turn out to be true. Tricky - those thinking caps may need to be re-
moved to allow puzzled heads to be scratched as you work out the answers. 

Bring water/snacks; there are also plenty of pubs and cafes in the town where you may take 
a break to gather your thoughts and cool down any overheating brains! 

Answers must be handed in to the Festival HQ at Springfield Community Campus by 16.30. 
Correct answers will be made available after the Festival.  

Prizes donated by Automattic Comics and Toys of Corsham for the highest scoring team. 
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SUN 2 – HILLS & WATERWAYS EAST OF LACOCK 

16.5 miles. Challenging. 9hrs. 09.30 from entrance to National Trust Car Park, Hither Way, 
Lacock SN15 2LG (opens 09.00). Parking Charges apply or free to NT Members. £5. 
16+years 

Starting at the stunning village of Lacock which maintains its character through the 
ownership of the National Trust. Lacock is a firm choice as a location for many film and TV 
series. The village’s most famous appearances include 'Downton Abbey', the BBC’s 'Pride 
and Prejudice' and 'Cranford', and the films 'Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince' and 
'Wolfman'. 

As we walk past the famous Abbey you will be able to view the extensive grounds that John 
Ivory Talbot, who inherited Lacock in 1714, brought in landscape designer Stephen Switzer 
to remodel the grounds according to 19th century taste. Switzer, also worked at Blenheim 
and Castle Howard, assisted Talbot to create tree-lined walks, build the haha and convert 
the mill stream and fishponds into ornamental water features.  

Over the raised walkway adjacent to the flood meadows, we traverse the water meadows 
alongside the River Avon and then follow the course of the Wilts & Berks Canal which is 
gradually being restored.   

The 52-mile canal was opened in 1810 but abandoned in 1914. Much of the canal then 
became unnavigable: many of the structures were deliberately damaged by army 
demolition exercises; parts of the route were filled in and, in some cases, built over as seen 
by the expansion of Swindon and Melksham. In 1977 the Wilts & Berks Canal Amenity Group 
was formed with a view to full restoration of the canal. Several locks and bridges have since 
been restored, and over 8 miles of the canal have been rewatered. 

We then ascend to Derry Hill, which provided houses for the Bowood estate workers. 
Entering the Bowood Estate via the magnificent arched gates we walk through the park of 
Bowood House with its lake, fashioned by Capability Brown.  

We leave the park along a Roman road and on to the villages of Bromham and Westbrook, 
passing Chittoe Mill, where corn was last ground in 1860s, and on to the undulating 
woodland of Spye Park. Did you know that the Park is owned by the Enthoven Family of 
South Africa (Nandos Chicken owners) and was bought for the princely sum of 8 million 
pounds in 2005? 

On to Bowden Hill with its fabulous views to the south and south-west of the river's flood 
plain and surrounded by a mixture of woodlands and agricultural land. One of largest 
landmarks in Bowden Hill is the Bowden Park estate with its country house of 1796 which 
was remodelled in the mid 1950s. 

Our return descends in to Lacock via Reybridge and across the ford to the High Street of the 
village. 

There are a few hills and several stiles.  Although shops will be closed on our return, there 
are several pubs in the village.  



 16 

Bring packed lunch/snacks/water  

Sponsored by BCH Camping 
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SUN 3- CORSHAM TO ATWORTH ROUND 

10.5 miles. Moderate. 5.5hrs. 10.00 from Springfield Community Centre. £5. 16+years 

This circular cross-country walk has several points of interest along its largely level route. 

Leaving Springfield Community Campus, we make our way to Hudswell, through the 
wooded Nature Reserve of Katherine Park, to Pockeredge Lake. We will follow paths past 
the old site of HMS Royal Arthur, now Wadswick Green, and Sands Quarry, and on towards 
the hamlet of Lower Wadswick, pausing at the memorial to the renowned Victorian explorer 
Captain John Hanning Speke. 

We cross a Roman Road, with views to the south towards Salisbury Plain and beyond. The 
walk arrives in the village of Atworth adjacent to the interesting St Michael and All Angels 
Parish Church. The present church was built in 1832, after the old one, built in the 1451, 
parallel and a few metres to the north, had become considered to be too small and was in 
poor condition. The 15th century tower was retained and connected by a short passage 
when the rest had been demolished. 

We turn for home back over the Roman Road to Park Lane Quarry and Neston Lodge to the 
outskirts of Neston village. Nearby we pay our respects at the site of a 1941 WW2 aircraft 
accident which claimed the life of 20-year-old Pilot Officer Joseph Hugh Joliffe. 

Bring packed lunch/water. 

Sponsored by Airbus 
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SUN 4 – COTSWOLD HILLS TO THE WEST OF MARSHFIELD 

9 miles, Challenging, 5.5hrs, 10.00 from outside Catherine Wheel Public House SN145 8LR.  
Park thoughtfully on Marshfield High Street. £5. 16+years 

A circular walk leaving the historic Cotswold village of Marshfield.  Most of the buildings 
along the High Street are over 100 years old with facades of local stone ranging from 
Georgian, Gothic and Tudor. You will notice the many finely carved shell hoods over the 
front doors. 

We take the field footpath to Bellum and into the countryside to follow paths along the 
ridge line to Cold Ashton where Sir Bevil Grenville died at the Rectory after fighting at the 
Battle of Lansdown.   

We join a short section of the Limestone Link Way, the 'Limestone Link' is a route of 36 miles 
joining the limestone of the Cotswolds to that of the Mendip Hills. It is a connecting route 
between the Cotswold Way at Cold Ashton and the West Mendip Way at Shipham.  

 

Taking a steep section of the Limestone Link, we follow the St. Catherine’s Brook along the 
valley, passing on our right the hill line of Charmy Down and glimpses of St Catherine’s Court 
and Church. We leave the Limestone Link to ascend North to a secluded valley and emerge 
at Ashwicke. The final part of the walk takes us back to the West to return to Marshfield via 
Halldoor Lane track.   

Some steep terrain and can be muddy along the brook section. Lovely countryside views 
with a variety of tracks, field paths and wooded sections. 

Bring packed lunch/water 

Sponsored by Airbus 
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SUN 5 – SCENIC VISTAS FROM BOX TO MONKTON FARLEIGH 

7 miles.  Moderate.  4.5hrs duration.  10.15 from Selwyn Hall Car Park (free), Valens 
Terrace, Box, SN13 8NT.  GR ST824686.  £5.  16+years 

This circular walk goes through the older part of Box, up a steep hill on the Macmillan Way 
towards the hamlet of Henley.  Once on the top, looking back, there are magnificent views 
over the By Brook valley to Colerne.  The walk then passes to the West of Blue Vein. 

Originally a farm, Blue Vein lies on what was once the principal road between Bath and 
London. In the 18th century, the road was converted into a toll road, and a turnpike was 
placed at Blue Vein.  

In the 18th century the Blue Vein turnpike marked the end of the Lacock Turnpike Trust’s 
Road from Lacock, before travellers had to cross the open ground of Kingsdown towards the 
Bath Trust’s Road into Bathford. This place was renowned for robberies by highwaymen 
such as John Poulter. In 1737 the Horse and Jockey Inn was built 300 yards down the road to 
the southeast, where wealthy travellers could stay, and be met and escorted safely to Bath. 

Crossing the Kingsdown Road, the walk is then mostly flat as we walk towards South Wraxall 
across farmland, with wonderful, panoramic views southwards towards Westbury.  

Our route swings West just before the entrance to South Wraxall Manor, reputed to be 
where tobacco was first smoked in England by its former owner, Sir Walter Long and his 
friend Sir Walter Raleigh.  The manor is currently owned by John Taylor, the bass player of 
Duran Duran.   

Our path then approaches Monkton Farleigh Manor House along the mile long avenue lined 
with beautiful elm trees.  The Manor House was built on the site of a Cluniac Priory founded 
in 1125.  Part of the house dates from the 16th century and carved 12th century fragments 
from the priory have been built into the walls.  During the 18th century remodelling was 
carried out by the architect John Wood of Bath.  In 1873 the estate was purchased by Sir 
Charles Hobhouse and remains in the ownership of his descendants. 

As we walk North from the Manor we pass on the left, the Monks’ Well Conduit is a small 
medieval stone structure (rebuilt in 1784) which protected the water supply to the priory 
and manor house.  It has an unusual steeply pitched roof of limestone slabs.  Spring water 
flows along a conduit through the back wall into a stone tank, then via a pipe to the manor 
which is still supplied from this source. 

We bear Northeast across farmland, again with glorious, far-reaching vistas.  At Kingsdown 
we walk the perimeter of the golf course to Totney Firs then begin the descent back into 
Box.  There is an excellent view of Brunel’s Middle Hill railway tunnel.  Once in Box, we turn 
to walk to St Thomas A Beckett Church, down to the By Brook and back to the car park. 

Bring packed lunch/water 
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SUN 6 – WILDFLOWER & WILDLIFE WALK  

3.5 Miles. Easy, 3hrs. 10.30 from Wadswick Country Store Car Park, Bradford Road, Box, 
Corsham SN13 0NY, 12+years 

From the car park, we skirt the airfield then follow the path around the edge of Kingsmoor 
Wood, continuing on a wooded path to Westwells, then back past Sands Quarry and 
Roundwood.to the other side of Kingsmoor Wood. Following the drive to the B3109, we 
cross to a bridleway then turn south up a sloping field to the small hamlet of Chapel Plaister. 

It takes its name from an Anglican chapel, traditionally founded c1235 by Sir John du Plessis, 
Earl of Warwick and rebuilt 1340 by Richard Plaisted of Castle Combe. 

 The Pilgrims’ Chapel at Chapel Plaister is a tiny, but unique part of our national heritage. It 
dates back to the 13th Century and stands beside what in previous times, was the principal 
route to the south west. This chapel is one of the few remaining examples of road side 
havens, which would have provided shelter and a place of worship to pilgrims journeying to 
Glastonbury to visit the shrine of Joseph of Arimathea. 

The chapel has been adapted for numerous secular uses over the years, but it was restored 
back to a place of worship in 1893, with a more recent and comprehensive restoration, 
taking place in 1999. The adjacent Bell House, an inn from the 17th century and now a 
private house, may have incorporated a hostel connected with the chapel. In the 1750s it 
was associated with a notorious highwayman, Jack Poulter. After his time the chapel itself 
became a bakery, a barn and a poultry house until its restoration to a chapel. 

Round the corner, we reach the gate pillars to Grade 1 listed Hazelbury Manor. The south 
front contains a C15 Great Hall (with minstrel’s gallery), marked by a large canted bay and a 
two-storey entrance porch, both reconstructed by Brakspear in 1920-5. The Manor was 
visited by Queen Elizabeth 1 on 23 August 1575. The garden dates from C17. 

We then explore the wildlife of the unimproved grassland of Hazelbury Common before 
returning to Wadswick Country Store via Chapel Plaister. 

Here, the underlying geology is Mid-Jurassic Cornbrash. Cornbrash is a local name for a 
rubbly limestone, forming a soil extensively cultivated in Wiltshire for growing cereals. 
Stratigraphically, this rock is the highest member of the Lower Oolite. The small stones in 
the soil create a microclimate which enhances germination of cereals. 

The walk takes in two different soil types. The soil under the woodlands is lime-rich loamy 
and clayey with impeded drainage. It is generally highly fertile with classic ancient 
woodlands, arable and some grassland.  

‘Cornbrash’ soil is shallow and lime-rich over limestone, loamy, and freely draining. Typically 
it is herb-rich downland and limestone pasture with Beech hangers and other lime-rich 
woodlands, arable and grassland. 

The biodiversity of Cotswold limestone grassland makes it very important. A typical patch 
can contain over one hundred species of flowering plants. Wildflowers support a huge 
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variety of invertebrates. In turn, the invertebrates support a variety of mammals, bats, and 
birds higher up the food chain. 

Wildlife that may be seen during the walk:  

Butterflies & Moths: Small Tortoiseshell, Speckled Wood, Brimstone, Green-
veined White, Small White, Meadow Brown, Large Skipper, Small Skipper, Adonis 
blue, Common Blue, Marsh Fritillary, Dark green Fritillary, Marbled White, Wall, 
Small Heath, 5-spot Burnet Moth, Burnet Companion, Silver-Y, Mother Shipton. 

Other insects: Bumblebees; Garden Chafer, Soldier, Thick-leg Beetles; Mining 
Bees. 

Farmland birds: Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer, Skylark, Meadow Pipit. 

Orchids: Twayblade, Early Purple, Bee orchid, Scented Orchid, Pyramidal Orchid, 
Common Spotted Orchid, Green Winged. 

Other plants:  Knapweed, Meadowsweet, Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Lady’s Bedstraw, 
Scabious, Yellow Rattle, Salad Burnet, Ribwort Plantain, Scabious, Daisy. 

Grasses: Upright Brome, Glaucous Sedge, Sheep’s Fescue – other Fescues 

Rare species: Man Orchid, Purple Milk-vetch, Dwarf Sedge. Spotted Cat’s-ear, 
Perennial Flax, Round-headed Rampion, Chalk Milkwort, Pasque Flower, Field 
Fleewort, Bastard-toadflax, Large Thyme. 

   

There will not be a lunch stop but you are welcome at the Forage Coffee Shop (closes 4pm) 
at the Wadswick Country Store at the end of the walk (bring money/card). Bring snacks/ 
water to eat on the route. 
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SUN 7- CORSHAM RED HERITAGE TRAIL 

5 miles. Easy. 3hrs. 13.00 from Springfield Community Centre. £5. 8+years 

This walk seeks to explore the area to the south and north of Corsham Town Centre, visiting 
Pockeredge Drive and Lakes, then out north to Guyers House and the old turnpike road with 
views out to Hartham House with its Sticke Tennis Court, before returning past Middlewick 
House. 

On leaving the start we walk along Paul Street, the location of the first telephone exchange 
for public use in Corsham opened on 3rd October 1905 in the converted front room of 8 
Paul Street. 

In this the year of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, a visit to WWII Garden of Remembrance 
seems fitting. It was opened by the Duke of Edinburgh (then Lieutenant Mountbatten) on 
his first appearance at a public function on 1 November 1946. 

Back on track we walk down the tree lined Pockeredge Drive to emerge at Spring Lane and a 
short walk up to Hudswell Lane were to the left was the Basil Hill Barracks site, to the right, 
100 feet below the surface, is Tunnel Quarry, one of Corsham’s WII Central Ammunition 
Depots. 

Walking along Park Lane past the active underground quarry entrance of Hartham Park 
Quarry, we wind our way through the residential area to emerge onto the A4. We across 
fields to Pickwick Lodge Farm and onto the old Turnpick Road with fine views out over The 
Larches, Hartham House with its Sticke Tennis Court and finally to Middlewick Lane. 

Passing the 18th Century Middlewick House on the right, once owned by HRH The Duchess 
of Cornwall but now owned by Nick Mason of Pink Floyd fame. The Masons occasionally 
open the gardens to visitors, to raise money for charity. 

Through another residential estate we carefully cross the A4 to pass the once Corsham 
Dairy, now ‘Dairy Mews’ and on along Priory Street. Turning right at Dill House we wend our 
way back to the start and the end of the walk. 

Bring water/snacks 

Sponsored by David Ingram Residential 
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SUN 8 - EAST OF CORSHAM VIA CORSHAM PARK 

5 miles.  Moderate.  3hrs duration.  13:30 from Springfield  Campus.  £5.   8+years 

A delightful walk through Corsham’s history that starts by skirting the cricket ground to the 
Lady Margaret Hungerford Almshouses and into the tree-lined avenue to enter Corsham 
Park. Once a deer park it has been owned by the Methuen family since 1745 and was 
designed by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown and Humphrey Repton.  

We follow the path through the East side of Corsham Park, with fine views of St 
Bartholomew’s Church, Corsham Court, and the Lake to the sleepy hamlets of Westrop and 
Easton. 

At the A4 Chequers crossroads we re-enter Corsham Park to pass through Mynte Woods 
and over Dry Arch. 

The Dry Arch was built of skull-like shaped petrified stone gathered from the brook at 
nearby Ford near Slaughterford c1803. It spans a part of Corsham Court's private north/east 
walk. The arch bears the scars of several army regiments, with the carved names and initials 
of WW1 and WW2 soldiers still visible there. The most prominent inscription dated 27th 
April 1917, is attributed to Private W.L. of the 27th Battalion Canadians with the N's carved 
back to front. 

After leaving Dry Arch we travel across the north side of Corsham Park with views of the 
lake.   

We leave the Park via St Bartholomew’s 12th Century Saxon Church and Corsham Court. 
Here you can leave the walk to spend time meandering through historic Corsham and 
perhaps stop for refreshments on your way or return to the Campus with the walk leader. 

Bring water. 

Sponsored by If The Shoe Fits 

 


